
 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GFC AWARD FUND INITIATIVE 

In 2018, year 2 of our Georgian Huddle history, working with the Office of Advancement 
and Alumni Relations of Concordia University, GFC founding director, the late, great 
Bruce Charron established the Georgian Football Club Award Fund in support of our 
mission to help today’s Concordia Stinger Football Players achieve their educational 
ambitions and improve their lives. 

That year, responding to Bruce Charron's leadership, 32 generous Georgians and 
Friends hit the “DONATE” button to help young Concordia Stinger football players 
dream big, academically and athletically. We raised more than $24,000. 

In the Spring of each year, Stinger coaches select one deserving Stinger player to 
receive that year's GFC Award which is presented by a Georgian representative at the 
annual Stinger Football Banquet. 

• GEORGIAN FOOTBALL CLUB AWARD 2020 

Congratulations to this year’s winner of the Georgian Football Club Award -- Marko 
Kolarevic, pictured below. Marko is a first year student from Alberta studying marketing 
at the John Molson School of Business (JMSB). He is 18 years of age and moved half 
way across the country, first time away from home, to be with our team. In his first 
semester he earned a GPA of 3.7/4.3 and is on track to being an Academic All-
Canadian. 

 Stinger Offensive Lineman, Marko Kolarevic 
Recipient of the 2020 GFC Awards Fund Prize 



Shortly after this year’s Stinger Awards Banquet we received the following message 
from Marko: 

“Dear Mr. Loader and Georgians, 
 Good afternoon, I am emailing you in regards to the bursary I received at 
the banquet. I would like to thank you and the Georgians very much for 
providing me with this award and bursary. It is an honour to receive 
something prestigious recognizing my hard work. I also want to thank you for 
everything that the Georgians do for the football program. From the mentor 
meetings, to supporting us on game day, and offering help whenever we need 
it. We are certainly lucky to have such active and involved alumni within our 
organization. This award has shown to me that with hard work and 
persistence anything can be achieved, both on and off the field. I know that 
it will motivate me to continue applying myself and working towards my full 
potential. Looking forward to hearing from you and the Georgians. 
 - Sincerely, Marko Kolarevic” 

 

• GEORGIAN FOOTBALL CLUB AWARD 2019 

In 2019 we presented a cheque for $2500 to GFC Award recipient Derek Trinh, 
pictured below. Derek, from Mississauga, Ontario graduated this spring with a B.Sc. in 
Exercise Science. While at Concordia, Derek was a hard-working student athlete and a 
high achiever in the classroom and on the field. To help pay his studies in the off-
season he traveled to Toronto every weekend to work part-time. He did that so he could 
keep the same job during the summer and save enough money to help finance his cost 
of living and school fees.  

 Well done DEREK! Well done GEORGIANS! 

Stinger Slotback, Derek Trinh 
Recipient of the 2019 GFC Awards Fund Prize 

 


